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Description:

This assignment requires you to construct one of the following:

 an analytical reflection,
 a convincing argument, or
 an advocacy discussion framed around a contemporary issue or challenge in our schools. 

Begin by identifying an issue of scholarly importance and / or personal connection.  Confirm that this issue currently impacts U.S. public elementary or secondary schooling.  Identify at least one news article on this issue, published within the last 6 months.  Develop your assignment by connecting historical, philosophical, policy, and / or professional practice influences to your subject matter.  If appropriate, your assignment may include recommendations, your own judgements informed by experience or academic knowledge, and / or relevant statistics.  When discussing a topic with multiple perspectives, represent those dissenting viewpoints — do not ignore them.  In every subject matter topic, students must create relevant connections to course content of EDU 205.

Utilize a minimum of 5 unique references to support your thesis statement, including at least:
one current events / periodical reference,
one academic journal article,
[optional] one institution / organization web site can be referenced.

Ensure that all statements, ideas, and assertions from others are attributed accurately and consistently.  Select a standard format and apply throughout the paper.

Suggestions for identifying a Contemporary Issues topic:
· Conduct a search for “education” in any major news outlet website
· Use the local education news feed on the AU Education library page, https://subjectguides.library.american.edu/education/local
· Use the AU Education database to look up news articles for a specific topic, see AU Education librarian for assistance 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Students may also choose to submit a standard essay as a 4-6 page paper with the following elements:
			12 point, Times New Roman font, double-spacing in APA format
			Refer to course syllabus for general assignment submission details

Grading:		100 points maximum 

	

